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Algernon Austin is a senior researcher at the 
Thurgood Marshall Institute of the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 
Austin conducts social science research and 
writing across a range of areas relevant to civil 
rights, policy development, public education, 
and advocacy. 

Hamutal Bernstein is a research associate at 
the Urban Institute. Bernstein is a principal 
investigator on the Annual Survey of Refugees 
and Survey Redesign for the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, and leads 
mixed-methods research and evaluation on 
immigrant integration and workforce 
development. 

Tanya Broder is senior attorney at the 
National Immigration Law Center. She 
specializes in the laws and policies affecting 
access to health care, public benefits, 
education and driver’s licenses for low-income 
immigrants across the United States.    

Muzaffar Chishti is director of the Migration 
Policy Institute’s office at the New York 
University School of Law, and is former director 
of the immigration project at UNITE. Chishti has 
written, testified, and worked extensively on 
immigration issues.   

Daniel Costa is director of immigration law 
and policy research at the Economic Policy 
Institute. His areas of research include 
governance of temporary labor migration 
programs, both high- and less-skilled 
migration, worksite enforcement, and 
immigrant workers’ rights, as well as farm 
labor, global multilateral processes related to 
migration, and refugee and asylum issues.  

Gregory DeFreitas is professor of 
economics and director of the labor studies 
program at Hofstra University. DeFreitas is 

author of Hispanics at Work: Hispanics in the 
U.S. Labor Force, and Young Workers in the 
Global Economy: Job Challenges in North 
America, Europe and Japan. 

Nancy Foner is distinguished professor of 
sociology at Hunter College and the Graduate 
Center of the City University of New York, and 
is author of From Ellis Island to JFK: New York's 
Two Great Waves of Immigration and In a New 
Land: A Comparative View of Immigration. 

Leighton Ku is a professor of health policy at 
George Washington University and is director 
of the Center for Health Policy Research. Ku 
has conducted research about immigrant 
health, health and Medicaid reform, health 
economics and related health policy topics.  

Jeffrey S. Passel is senior demographer at 
the Pew Research Center, and is author of 
many of the most frequently cited studies of 
undocumented immigrants in the United 
States. 

Renato Rocha is senior policy analyst at the 
Center for Law and Social Policy, where his 
work focuses on access to public benefits for 
immigrant families. Rocha serves as the interim 
deputy campaign director of the Protecting 
Immigrant Families, Advancing Our Future 
(PIF) coalition and helps coordinate the PIF 
coalition’s research working group. 

Jo-Ann Yoo is executive director of the Asian 
American Federation.  Her professional 
experiences have been in the fields of 
community development and immigrant 
rights.   

  

  

 



Thank you to past members of FPI’s Advisory Panel: 

Jared Bernstein, member of the president’s Council of Economic Advisors and former senior fellow 
of the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.  

Maralyn Edid, former senior extension associate at Cornell University’s Industrial and Labor Relations 
(ILR) school. 

Hector Figueroa, former president of Local 32BJ of the Service Employees International Union and 
early in his career economist with the Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union. (dec.) 

Philip Kasinitz, professor of sociology, CUNY Graduate Center, and author of Caribbean New York: 
Black Immigrants and the Politics of Race and co-author of numerous books on immigration. 

Peter Kwong, author of Chinese America: The Untold Story of America’s Oldest New Community and 
Chinese Americans: An Immigrant Experience, co-authored with Dušanka Miščević. (dec.) 

Ray Marshall, former U.S. secretary of labor and Audre and Bernard Rapoport Centennial Chair in 
Economics and Public Affairs at the University of Texas, Austin. 

John H. Mollenkopf, distinguished professor of political science and sociology at the Graduate 
Center of the City University of New York and director of the Center for Urban Research. Mollenkopf is 
author or editor of fifteen books on urban politics, urban policy, immigration, and New York City.  

Max J. Pfeffer, professor of development sociology at Cornell University and a researcher on farm 
workers in New York State. 

Heidi Shierholz, president of the Economic Policy Institute and former chief economist for the U.S. 
Department of Labor. 

Audrey Singer, specialist in immigration policy at the Congressional Research Service, and formerly 
senior fellow at the Urban Institute and Brookings Institution. 

Walter Stafford, professor of urban planning and public policy at NYU’s Wagner School (dec.) 

Rae Rosen, former senior economist and assistant vice president, Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 

Roger Waldinger, distinguished professor of sociology at UCLA and director of the UCLA Center for 
the Study of International Migration, and author of The Cross-Border Connection; Strangers at the 
Gates; Through the Eye of the Needle: Immigrants and Enterprise in New York’s Garment Trades; and 
Still the Promised City? African Americans and New Immigrants in Post-Industrial New York.

 

 


